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Dear Parents of Camp Ramah in California,

Many wonderful things have happened at camp this week, including Maccabiah, overnights, the
opening of the Ezra store, the arrival of Gesher C and our 4-week campers beginning new hugim
activities. But although one of the special things about being at camp is being away from the outside
world, one part of Ramah about which | am most proud is our commitment to educate kids here to
care about the world out there. Earlier this summer we held an important day learning about the
genocide in Darfur — see the article in the Ventura County Star at:
http://www1.venturacountystar.com/vcs/community/ article/0,1375,VCS 1796 4841046,00.html

In light of the unfolding events in Israel, the past few days have been ones where we have learned to
carry Israel and what happens to her in our hearts. Thursday at lunch, we recited a psalm and then
the prayer for the State of Israel together as a camp. Several Ramah campers either are from Israel
or have family in areas affected by the fighting - for them we are trying to make arrangements through
our staff of parent liasons for those kids to either call home or to receive an email from family to set
their minds at ease. Thursday night at dinner was "yom doar" or "mail day" on which campers are
required to turn in to their counselors before entering the dining room for dinner a letter to their
parents. At lunch, | asked all campers to write an additional letter for yom doar to Israeli children who
are being affected by the fighting in Israel. Those letters will be sent to the LA Federation and in turn
given to City Councilman Jack Weiss who is going to Israel next week and will personally deliver
them to Israeli children who at this moment are spending nights in bomb shelters in fear. Finally, J.J.
Jonah - who is both the USY shaliach for LA and also our Rosh Hinuch at camp - gave a class after
lunch for the staff updating them on the current situation in Israel.

Camp is a great place, removed from the hustle and bustle of the outside world. It is a kids’ place
where they can be carefree. But it is also a place where they learn to take with them what matters to
us most — a commitment to the world around them, a commitment to the Jewish people in need. As
the Middle East teeters on the brink of war, | hope you feel a sense of pride in knowing that your
children are in a place where they not only can be shielded from the world outside, but also learn to
carry with them a commitment to love and heal a world much in need.

Finally, instead of a Dvar Torah this week, | am including a piece that | wrote a few years ago when
Israel once before was challenged by violence. | pray that in the coming weeks, months and years
that our community’s commitment to Israel does not waver because of the matzav (“situation”) but
rather that it is in these moments that our resolve is most firm and our love and passion for Israel
grows its deepest roots.




Shabbat Shalom,




Rabbi Dan, Zach and the entire Ramah staff
Camp Ramah in California

email: info@ramah.org
phone: (310) 476-8571
web: http://www.ramah.org
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