CamMP RAMAH IN CALIFORNIA

At the Max & Pauline Zimmer Conference Center
A journey for a Lifetime

Final Parent Update from Rabbi Dan

Session 1 July 24, 2006

Dear Session 1 and Gesher C Parents of Camp Ramah in California,

We are in the midst of a wonderful end of session 1 & Gesher C in this, our 50th
anniversary summer at Camp Ramabh in California. Here are some of the
highlights from the last few days as we head into the waning hours of 1st
session, Kayitz 2006:
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MORE HIGHLIGHTS

Nitzanim Overnight — last week our Nitzanim campers had their overnight at
Lake Casitas, including sleeping out under the stars, smores, and a yummy
breakfast of Rocky Mountain Toast. In the morning, before heading back to
camp, these campers enjoyed a fun-filled morning at the Lake Casitas water
park that everyone raved about!

Adat Shalom — These campers have been enjoying great early morning hikes in
the surrounding valley. In addition to the great scenery, the hikes included
making breakfast on the trail, morning tefillot in nature, and games led by our
experienced ropes course staff out on the trail.

Amitzim/Ezra — Last night our Amitzim edah had its final banquet, complete
with a special slide show, yummy banquet food and a song session with Rabbi
Dan. During the Shabbat Torah service, Rabbi Dan got this edah’s help in
putting on a dramatic re- enactment of the story of Rabbi Eliezer and the rabbis
and their famous debate over an oven.

Banquet — tonight, we’ll finish 1st session with a yummy banquet full of
singing, cheering, costumes and our famous end-of-session video that puts a
cap on the whole summer. Kids come in costumes and love taking pictures,
singing their edah songs one last time and sharing memories of another
memorable summer at Camp Ramah in California.




Israel Rally

In the past couple weeks, Israel has faced a deadly crisis with Hezbolla
terrorists. Now more than ever, the Jewish homeland is in need of support from
Jews around the world. On July 23, 2006, Camp Ramah sent about 40 campers
to partake in a pro-Israel rally in Los Angeles. The rally, which included
speeches by Governor Arnold Schwarznegger, Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, and
prominent religious leaders, attracted 10,000 Israeli supporters. Each speaker
wasgreeted with thunderous applause, and after each speech the crowd
proudly waved lIsraeli and American flags. Being a part of such an important
event was a highlight of the summer for many of the campers. Much of the
world is against Israel, and she needs all the help she can get. Most
importantly, Israel is a huge part of any Jew’s identity. Jewish people
throughout southern California had a responsibility to be at the demonstration,
and by all means they fulfilled it.




Letter From Rabbi Dan & Zach about the Internet

Dear Parents:

At Camp Ramabh in California, our primary focus, at all times, is the safety of
your children and our staff. As Jewish educators and camping professionals, we
feel compelled to write you this letter about a very serious topic. As your kids
return from camp, we know that one of the primary ways that they will keep in
touch is through the internet. We hope that you will read this letter in the spirit
that it is offered: one of caring, concern and a sense of responsibility to share
information with you on important topics that affect the safety of our children.

Many of our campers have created on-line accounts at www.MySpace.com or
similar websites that have recently been named as potential danger zones for
luring away children or teens by sexual predators on the Internet. These social
networking sites are extremely popular among teens and young adults who
post profiles, photos and BLOGS often answering dozens of questions about
their likes and dislikes, revealing personal details for everyone, including
predators, to see. Mistakes may be as innocent as posting a pictures with their
school in the background, or with people wearing a camp shirt. In some cases,
we noticed teenagers who specifically listed their home address. At this point, it
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would be best to assume that your child may use one or more of these sites
and may be revealing sensitive information, or communicating with someone
who does, without realizing it. We strongly recommend that you take the
assumptive approach and ask your child to show you their site and help them
recognize and remove confidential information.

As you know, when we post photos on our camp website during the summer, it
is a password- protected website that only parents have access to, through
passwords we provide. The Internet is a wonderful tool with thousands of
educational, entertainment and informational websites that can open up a new
and exciting world to your children. We encourage this exploration tempered
with some reasonable precautions. We look forward to seeing you all again
very soon.

If you would like to speak with us about this issue, or any other, please call us
at (310) 476-8571.

B’virkat Shalom,

Rabbi Daniel Greyber and Zach Lasker
Executive Director and Assistant Director
Camp Ramabh in California

PS. There is a wealth of information on-line with valuable tips from experts on
how to protect your children. Below are just a few of the Internet sites that are
working to help keep the Internet safe for our children:

1.“Cyberangels” — www.cyberangels .org
2. FBI Internet Safety Guide - ww w.fbi.gov/kids/k5th/safety2.htm
3. Web Wise Kids - www.wire dwithwisdom.org

Rabbi Dan
Camp Ramah in California

email: info@ramah.org
phone: (310) 476-8571
web: http://www.ramah.org




Forward email

Powered by
=] Safe linsubscribe™ il ";...-"”'_ffl
This email was sent to carol@ramah.org, by daniel@ramah.org =" F -
Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy. Constant Eom‘.‘aci'

THRY IT FREE

Camp Ramabh in California | 15600 Mulholland Drive | Los Angeles | CA | 90077



