CamMP RAMAH IN CALIFORNIA

At the Max & Pauline Zimmer Conference Center
A journey for a Lifetime

News from Camp Ramah in California - Summer
2006

Final Parent Update August 22, 2006 - 28 Av, 5766

Dear 2nd Session and Gesher E Parents,

We are in the midst of a wonderful end of session 2 & Gesher E in this, our 50th
anniversary summer at Camp Ramabh in California. Here are some of the highlights from
the last few days as we head into the waning hours of 2nd session, Kayitz 2006:










LETTER FROM RABBI DAN & ZACH ABOUT THE INTERNET

Dear Parents:

At Camp Ramah in California, our primary focus, at all times, is the safety of your
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children and our staff. As Jewish educators and camping professionals, we feel
compelled to write you this letter about a very serious topic. As your kids return from
camp, we know that one of the primary ways that they will keep in touch is through
the internet. We hope that you will read this letter in the spirit that it is offered: one of
caring, concern and a sense of responsibility to share information with you on
important topics that affect the safety of our children.

Many of our campers have created on-line accounts at www.MySpace.com or similar
websites that have recently been named as potential danger zones for luring away
children or teens by sexual predators on the Internet. These social networking sites
are extremely popular among teens and young adults who post profiles, photos and
BLOGS often answering dozens of questions about their likes and dislikes, revealing
personal details for everyone, including predators, to see. Mistakes may be as
innocent as posting a pictures with their school in the background, or with people
wearing a camp shirt. In some cases, we noticed teenagers who specifically listed their
home address. At this point, it would be best to assume that your child may use one
or more of these sites and may be revealing sensitive information, or communicating
with someone who does, without realizing it. We strongly recommend that you take
the assumptive approach and ask your child to show you their site and help them
recognize and remove confidential information.

As you know, when we post photos on our camp website during the summer, it is a
password-protected website that only parents have access to, through passwords we
provide. The Internet is a wonderful tool with thousands of educational, entertainment
and informational websites that can open up a new and exciting world to your
children. We encourage this exploration tempered with some reasonable precautions.
We look forward to seeing you all again very soon.

If you would like to speak with us about this issue, or any other, please call us at
(310) 476-8571.

B’virkat Shalom,

Rabbi Daniel Greyber and Zach Lasker
Executive Director and Assistant Director
Camp Ramah in California

PS. There is a wealth of information on-line with valuable tips from experts on how to
protect your children. Below are just a few of the Internet sites that are working to
help keep the Internet safe for our children:

1. 1. “Cyberangels” — http://www.cyberangels.org
2. 2. FBI Internet Safety Guide - http://www.fbi.gov/kids/k5th/safety2.htm
3. 3. Web Wise Kids - http://www.wiredwithwisdom.org/










Teen Newsweek Wants Stories about Camp from your Kids

Teen Newsweek is interested in hearing from your teen campers about what it was like
to to be in camp during the recent crisis in Israel. Each personal essay should be about
450 words long and should include a photograph of the author.

This is an opportunity to reach more than 200,000 teenager across North America.
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meeting Americans, both groups learning about how strongly connected the people of
Israel are despite the physical distance.

There is a tight deadline. Please forward this email to your teen campers and if there
is any interest, please email Rina Goldberg, Director of Communications for the
Foundation for Jewish Camping at rina@jewishcamping.org by the end of this week.
There is no guarantee that your camper's essay will be published but the author of a
published piece will receive a 25% amazon.com gift certificate.

B'virkat Shalom and see you next summer,

Rabbi Dan and Zach
Camp Ramah in California

email: summernews@ramah.org
phone: (310) 476-8571
web: http://www.ramah.org




